The present study is a pilot investigation of the language of children in one county of rural Northern Florida, that which I call Southville County.
The research was carried out under the auspices of the Southeastern Education Laboratory in Atlanta, a regional lab of the Office of Education; the report
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Vie was originally designed to provide descriptive information on which to base linguistic retraining or 'remediation' programs. The children worked with are between the ages of 9 and 12, with a median age of about 11; there were 22 of them, of whom 5 were boys, and all are black. The variety of language they speak is what I term Uneducated Child Black English. In order to explain this nomenclature, a few definitory remarks will be necessary. The small contribution this may make to the proliferation of terminology in our field seems compensated for by the concomitant reduction in ambiguity.
In this study and elsewhere, we presume that Black English and White English can be regarded as separate entities, although this is a working hypothesis rather than a conclusion. It is based on the apparent fact that a number of linguistic characteristics appear exclusively in one or the other genus. The sociolinguistic situation is comparable to the linguistic one: there are perceptual differences between these genera in most or all regions of the U.S., such that a speaker, black or white, of a particular region can usually, although not always, identify another speaker of that region as black or white on the basis of speech alone; in one study, conducted by Dr. The data on which this study is based consists in about 25 hours of taped material, culled from some three times this much field observation. It was collected during field sessions originally intended as one to two hours each, with from one to four children per ression. However, the actual recording circumstances were changed drastically, for a reason which has importance for the sociolinguistic aspects of Child Black English studies.
Prior to this project, I viewed a number of videotapes of Southeastern children in school settings in order to become familiar with their language.
All these tapes were characterised by a distinctive set of linguistic and nonlinguistic features which I tentatively labeled as the School register, since they did not resemble natural language of children of this age. Utterances in this register are quite short; rate of speech is slower than in the Nonschool register; the prevalence of strong stress and midhigh and high pitch is increased.
In addition, the content expressed in thi5 tegister is likely to be limited mad nourevelatory of the child speaker's personality and feelings.
In the early recording sessions in the present study, it became clear that the children were speaking in this same School register. Since this was a definitd impediment to the gathering of free-text material or in fact of any quantity of data whatever, I decided to elicit the Nonschool register if possiA4Le.
One way of doing this turned out to be getting them together in larger, unstructured and openended group sessions.
In addition, use of the Nonschool register was encouraged by general nonthreatening behavior on the part of the investigator,
, 5-which included allowing the children to say and record anything they chose; lack of formal scheduling or routine; letting the children come and go as they pleased;
and other reinforcements of behavioral concomitants of the Nonschool register in the expectation that this would lead to use of this register, as it did.
The reason register is important to us is that it accounts for many common observations on the language of the disadvantaged or minority child. Now, the School register is used with a variety of persons and in a variety of aituations not all of which involve school per se--in general it is likely to be used with adults and persons in authority over the children and with persons not well known to them, especially if much older and white; and in situations which are formal and school-like, threatening to the children, or in which their behavior is clearly being observed for any reason. It may also be used in any situation involving gross change in routine. It is obvious that most studies and research projects with which these children come into contact do involve these circumstances--including, of course, the present study, in which they were being investigated by an unknown adult white female teacher who additionally speaks a different dialect, genus and species of language from them. At any rate, the (loss of nasal) eyn -0 ey ('ain't') brawnbrig;
9. hawzaz -haws, bu;ez -bus ey + h = [ea] iy + h = [ii] o + h = [ os] 0 + h = [OG] 
